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nell B. Cary, of Racine, to stay in his cabin until his return.
Turner was unexpectedly detained in the State of New York
until the following spring, and upon his return was greatly
astonished to find his agent, Dr. Cary, had been forcibly ejected
from his cabin; besides, Pike river had no longer the appear-
ance of a wild, unbroken wilderness. The place during his
absence had been surveyed out into streets and lots, and quite
a number of persons were on the ground, who refused to recog-
nize him as the rightful claimant; moreover, he was plainly
told that his presence was undesirable, and that if he persisted
in remaining at Pike river, unpleasant consequences might
ensue.

The cause of this revolution in the affairs of Turner, was
simply this: The agents of the Emigration Company, had, dur-
ing his absence, examined the locality he had chosen, and were
strongly impressed with the importance of its situation; they
accordingly, without delay, proceeded to take possession of it,
alleging in justification of the act, that Turner had no right to
disconnect himself from the Company at the time he did; that
he was lawfully a part of the Company at the time he made
his elaim at Pike river, and therefore the claim made by him
must of right belong to the Company. Turner perceiving that
it would be of no avail for him, to contend, single-handed, for
the recovery of his claim, against such a strong array of force,
proceeded to Milwaukee to procure aid. At this period, Wis-
consin formed a part of the Territory of Michigan, and a sheriff
had been appointed by the authority of Michigan, residing in
Milwaukee. By the advice of friends, Turner procured a sort
of writ of ejectment, by virtue of which the occupants at Pike
river would be ousted at once. This document was put into the
hands of the sheriff, who, having provided himself with a suit-
able number of attendants to enforce his authority, set out for
Pike river. On his arrival, he found the eabin of Turner
strongly fortified, and garrisoned by a half-dozen or more of




